In this paper two new species of Gesneriaceae (genus Columnea) are described and illustrated. Columnea chocoensis is distributed in the Colombian departments of Chocó and Valle del Cauca, while its variety, C. chocoensis var. altaquerensis is restricted to the Department of Nariño, Colombia. Columnea stilesiana was found in La Serranía de Los Paraguas located in the Cordillera Occidental between the Chocó and Valle del Cauca Departments in Colombia. Further, Columnea archidonae is here considered a variety of C. ericae; Columnea ericae var. archidonae is distributed in Colombia and Ecuador, in forests at elevations higher than those in which the typical variety is found.
INTRODUCTION
Taxonomic novelties and nomenclatural changes have arisen during the process of studying material for the taxonomic revision of Columnea L. section Collandra Lem. (Benth.) (Gesneriaceae). Columnea is the most diverse genus of the neotropical Gesneriaceae with more than 205 species (Möller & Clark 2013) , and more than 80 species in Colombia, with the Chocó biogeographical region contributing ca. 44% of that diversity (Rangel-Churrio & Rivera-Díaz 2004) ; recent reports of new species for this region (see Amaya-Márquez et al. 2015) as well as the new species that we report here, support this geographic patterns of diversity. Recent molecular studies have shown that Columnea is a monophyletic group, while the subgeneric classification is not fully supported (Smith et al. 2013) . In this paper two species of Columnea, C. stilesiana and C. chocoensis, as well as the variety C. chocoensis var. altaquerensis are reported new for science; the taxonomical placement of these species in section Collandra is discussed. An examination of Columnea ericae Mansf. indicates a wider intraspecific morphological variation, as well as a wider range of geographical distribution for this species. Therefore, a new variety of C. ericae Mansf. is recognized.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Herbarium specimens (101) were examined under a binocular microscope (Nikon SMZ-1) using lens 33×/6, Columnea chocoensis var. chocoensis (4), C. chocoensis var. altaquerensis (11), C. ericae var. ericae (46), C. ericae var. archidonae (28), and C. stilesiana (12) . The full descriptions of the species follow the traditional taxonomic procedure (i.e., Winston 1999) which comprises: protologue including synonymy when necessary, etymology, phenology, geographical distribution, representative specimens, and distinctive characters.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Columnea chocoensis M. Amaya & L.E. Skog, sp. nov. (Figures 1 and 2 
Distinctive features:
Columnea chocoensis is easily recognized by presenting the following characteristics: the plant is terrestrial of 0.2-1 m height, its shoots extended horizontally in a similar way to the climber conspecifics. The plant has long trichomes, especially on the stems and on the abaxial surfaces of the leaves ( Figures 1A, 1C) , however, the trichomes are absent on the adaxial face, except for a ca. 2 mm wide border along the margin where the trichomes are abundant and homogenously distributed. The inflorescences are reduced to solitary flowers located in the axil of the larger leaf, the bracteoles may not be seen by the casual observer, due to their reduced size (0.4 × 0.2 cm), and because they are totally covered on both sides by trichomes 0.7-0.8 cm long ( Figure 1D ). Differs from the typical variety by having:
(1) the adaxial face of leaves hispid (vs. glabrous); (2) a larger and asymmetric red spot on the lower side of the larger leaf, which as a whole forms a red "margin" of the shoot ( Figure 3A) ; (3) Columnea chocoensis var. chocoensis and var. altaquerensis both exhibit the floral mechanism of dynamic herkogamy associated with protandry, which is known to occur in other species of Columnea (Morley 1974; Amaya-Márquez ined.) . At the end of the male phase, the filaments usually coil and pull the anthers inside at the base of the corolla, creating an efficient physical separation between the female and male parts. After anthesis in both varieties of C. chocoensis the stamens are no longer functional and they bend down remaining outside the corolla ( Figure 3E ). Columnea chocoensis var. altaquerensis has been more widely collected than the typical variety, however all the collections come from the Natural Reserve Río Ñambi, suggesting that this variety might be endemic to the region, or that more botanical exploration is required in the Nariño and Cauca departments. (5-10-celled trichomes) with sparse white, setulose trichomes, abaxially green, sparsely sericeous (5-7-celled trichomes) with sparse white setulose trichomes. Inflorescence fasciculate (cymose), with 1-3 flowers in the axil of the larger leaf; bracts 2-5, yellow, lanceolate, 0.8-2.3 × 0.1-0.6 cm, sericeous on both faces. Flowers pedicellate, pedicels 0.6-3.8 cm long, densely golden-sericeous (10-14-celled trichomes). Calyx pale green, yellow, or yellow with a red midline on each sepal; sepals free, unequal, lanceolate, 1.7-3 × 0.3-0.4 cm, adaxially and abaxially sericeous, margin dentate with 3-4 tiny teeth per side. Corolla yellow with two deep purple vertical stripes along both sides of the ventral lobe, tube sigmoid, 5-7 cm long, constricted at base to 0.5 cm, base dorsally gibbous, gibbosity 0.4 × 0.3 cm; 1.0-1.1 cm wide at middle and throat, 1.3 cm wide at limb, the limb bilabiate and oblique, the upper lip formed by the two dorsal and the two lateral lobes, 1.5-1.8 × 1.5-1.8 cm, the lower lip formed by the ventral lobe, 1.0-2.8 × 0.2-0.4 cm, corolla outside densely sericeous (5-10-celled trichomes), inside pilose, glandular on the limb on all five lobes (2-3-celled uniseriate trichomes with a glandular apical head). Androecium of 4 stamens, filaments laminar, 4-4.5 cm long, 
Columnea stilesiana

Phenology:
The examined specimens show that this species produces flowers all year round; fruits were recorded on a specimen collected in June.
Distribution:
Columnea ericae has been collected mainly in the lowland rain forest in the plains of the Amazon Basin, and also in the Andean piedmont in southeastern Colombia (Amazonas, Caquetá, Putumayo, Vaupés) at 90-1000 m alt., eastern Ecuador (MoronaSantiago, Napo, Pastaza, Tungurahua, Zamora) at 270-2200 m alt., and eastern Peru (Amazonas, Cajamarca, Huanuco, Loreto, Pasco, San Martín) at 100-1650 m. 
Distinctive characters
Columnea ericae var. ericae can be recognized by having the following traits: (1) a sericeous dorsiventral vegetative shoot, with short internodes; (2) the larger leaf in a pair oblanceolate, adaxially green, abaxially green less often reddish with contrasting red or deep purple in the apical 1/3 or 1/5 of the foliar area, 11 veins (rarely 7-14); (3) inflorescences with two to three pedicellate flowers usually adpressed to the ventral side of the vegetative shoot, bracts lanceolate, 1-3.5 × 0.2-0.8 cm; and (4) pedicels densely sericeous, 0.6-3.8 cm long, corolla erect in the calyx, limb bilabiate, yellow with two deep purple vertical stripes along both sides of the ventral lobe, and a nectary of one dorsal gland (Figures 6 and  7) . This variety is similar to C. ericae var. archidonae, and to C. stilesiana, although it can be differentiated from them by the shorter pedicel, the corolla color, and additional differences presented in Table 1 . Kvist & Skog Allertonia 6: 355, 1993) (Figure 8 ).
Columnea ericae
Columnea ericae var. archidonae differs from the typical variety by having smaller leaves, bracts, and corollas, while the internodes and the pedicels are longer. The corolla is oblique in the calyx, homogenously yellow (rarely with purple spots), remarkably curved dorsally, the red marks below the larger leaf do not extend to the apex, the spots do not have a defined shape, and are distributed along the arcs subtended by the two apical secondary veins; the flowers often present a staminode; the nectary consists of 2 (rarely 4 glands). In general, the flowers of this variety are more exposed, i.e., they are not adpressed to the vegetative shoot (Figure 8 ).
Etymology:
The epithet used by José Cuatrecasas to name Columnea archidonae refers to Archidona, a colonial town north of Tena (Napo Province, Ecuador) from where the species was originally collected. (Table 1) . We decided to give a new status to C. archidonae Cuatrec. as a variety of C. ericae. Future ecological and molecular studies will determine if these two entities correspond to two different species. The Colombian specimens coming from the Departments of Cauca and Huila vary from the rest of the studied specimens in that they have a larger and narrower oblong leaf which is membranous rather than papyraceous. It might correspond to a local phenotype of the populations from which the specimens were collected.
C. chocoensis and C. stilesiana are assigned here to section Collandra based on the following characteristics: dorsiventral shoots with anisophyllous sessil leaves, red/ purple color patterns in the abaxial face. However, both species present unusual flower characteristics in Collandra; C. chocoensis has a bilabiate narrow limb with the upper limb formed by four lobes, instead of two, and C. stilesiana has corolla violet-magent, and it has a galea. Therefore, the taxonomic placement of the species described here might be temporal, waiting for molecular phylogenies that include these or similar species in their analysis.
